You are hereby invited to participate at

Shabbat Bamidar – a complete Shabbat for women only

from Friday May 30th – Sunday June 1st 2008.

At the holiday house of the Jewish Community of Oslo.

In Norway, this is the third time Jewish women gather to celebrate a Shabbat where all chores from cooking to leading services and reading Torah is done by the women themselves. This gives you a unique possibility to experience and explore a Jewish Shabbat, an essential part of Jewish practice in a new way.

Will you join us?

This is the Shabbat when we read from the first portion of the 4th book of Moses, Bamidbar – in the wilderness, the book that is called Numeri (Numbers) in Latin. This portion is about how the people of Israel are counted and made ready to move on after having received the Torah and a year after the exodus. Each of the 12 tribes are presented and counted and each are given a fixed placement from which to march in relation to the portable Mishkan or holy tabernacle as they now are to travel through the dessert. In this book we are faced with many questions – especially about women. Who is being counted? Where are the women in the story? What place and what role do women have in our core narratives and how can we make them relevant for us today? 

At this time of the year we will also be counting the Omer, the 49 days between Pesach and Shavuot. In addition to exploring the text of the Tora, we will also be learning how we can use the counting of the Omer to explore ourselves and the world around us.

In June in Norway Shabbat ends late. Like we have done the previous two years, we will use the last hours of Shabbat – Saturday evening moving into early Sunday morning to share stories and songs. before ending Shabbat with a Havdalah ceremony.

This year Marianne Hinsch and Sylvie Lindeman will share a story by the Hasidic Rabbi Nachman, The seven beggars, a tale that gives much food for thought and reflection.

During Shabbat we will gather for all three communal services. Even if you don’t read or understand Hebrew you will still be able to follow the text and actively participate. The Siddur we will use is transliterated and translated into Norwegian and English, and the parts of the services will be explained so that you will understand why and what we are doing. There will also be plenty of time to enjoy good food and company as well as time for a hike or rest. You will be able to charge your batteries in pleasant company before summer sets in!

If you should want to lead parts of the service, read from Tora or Haftara or give a dvar Tora or share a story – Please send a word so you can be included in the planning.

The retreat will be held at the Jewish community of Oslo Holiday house at Skui, half an hour drive out of Oslo. It lies in beautiful surroundings and there are hiking opportunities. You must be willing to share rooms since this is a house primarily used for children’s retreats, with 8 beds in each room. Please bring your own bedclothes or sleeping bag. 

In order to keep expenses low, you will be asked to take part in preparing food and meals either before or during our retreat. All food will be strictly kosher milk, fish and vegetarian.

The services and workshops will be led by  Hazzan Jalda Rebling and 

Lynn Claire Feinberg.

In charge of practical matters are Marianne Hinsch and Chaya Elin Shem Tov

Please announce your interest as soon as possible and by May 1st.

Please pay NOK 1.200, - (150 Euro) by May 25th 

To Lynn Claire Feinberg 6029 12 36106

Hazzan Jalda Rebling is ordained as chazzan (kantor) through Aleph Jewish Renewal. 

With her many years of experience as a Jewish storyteller, singer and actress and a teacher of Jewish culture she has a wide knowledge from which she can share and make Judaism come alive. She is initiator of forming the European Jewish Network, Ohel Hachidusch; www.ohel-hachidusch.org an organisation from where to teach, develop and express Judaism and Jewish culture for all who for different reasons do not feel at home in traditional communities and for those who seek Jewish experiences and learning beyond what traditional communities are able to offer. She is presently the spiritual leader of  the Ohel Hachidush community in Berlin.

Chief responsible for the weekend is Lynn Claire Feinberg from Oslo, a rabbinical student of Aleph Jewish Renewal. As a part of this education she had participated in a two year program in davvening leadership and has a certificate as an Eco-kosher Masgiach (overseer of kashrut). She is an Historian of Religion having specialized in Women and Judaism and is also trained as an Astrologer. She teaches a variety of Jewish themes and Kabbalah.  As a specialization within the rabbinical program she is training to become a mashpiah ruchanit – a Spiritual Director.

Aleph Jewish Renewal in USA is a movement that aims at bridging all Jewish paths and denominations and to promote Judaism as a living tradition and tool for inner growth and social action in the 21st century. Since the circumstances of Jews living in Europe are different than in the USA, Ohel Hachidusch has been created as a vehicle for this kind of change in Europe. 

Both Lynn and Jalda are members of Ohalah, www.ohalah.org, an organisation for Rabbis, Cantors and Rabbinic Pastors associated with Aleph Jewish Renewal.

